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good enough for every other Welshman, however patriotic ,*
and they knew that Ellis viewed his fiery Welsh colleague's
assaults upon the Cabinet with pained disapproval.   Added
to this specific cause of complaint was also the general Tory
reaction, the " swing of the pendulum ", which might well
detach a few votes even in die Caernarvon Boroughs from
the Liberal fold.   After all, Lloyd George's majority in
1890 had only been eighteen J   He himself, sanguine though
he always was in such matters, seems to have contemplated
the possibility of defeat ,* for we find him writing to one of
his supporters; " Even if I were thrown out, it would not
be such a dreadful thing.   Parliamentary life is not such an
enjoyable position as all that/'   In suggesting that he would
easily have been able to find consolation in defeat, we may
be quite sure that Lloyd George was misreading his own
mind*   For filled with ambition, and completely absorbed
in politics, he would have moped dismally had he been ex-
truded from the House which was fast becoming a home for
him.   Many have regarded political life as a duty, or a
pleasant recreation; but from the beginning Lloyd George
regarded it as the main object of his existence, and to it he
gave his whole time, and every ounce of his inexhaustible
energy.   There was no need, however, for him or his sup-
porters to have worried; for on the declaration of the poll he
was found to have a majority of 194 over his opponent.
Carried shoulder-high to Caernarvon Liberal Club,  he
roused the great crowd which surged about him to a frenzy
of enthusiasm by shouting: *' The wave of Tory reaction
which has swept over England has dashed itself in vain
against the rocks of Snowdonia/1
The three years which elapsed between the election and
the outbreak of the Boer War were, for Lloyd George, a
period of steady growth in Parliamentary reputation. He
was never absent from his place; and there can be little